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Dear Colleagues, 
 
The JIRcohorte team is welcoming you at the forth Winter School. 
 
Update your knowledge, present your research, develop your 
network and meet European specialists during the 4th JIRcohorte 
Winter School in Villars Switzerland. 
 
We offer 
State of the art lectures 
Interactive workshops in small groups 
Case resolution in small groups 
Abstract presentations (oral and poster) 
 
You will also be able to meet some European specialists through the 
sessions and leisure activities in the magnificent Swiss Alps.  
 
This unique event is designed to improve your skills in treatment 
management of your patients, and to give you the opportunity to present 
your research projects, in particular those developed on the JIRcohorte 
platform. The number of participants is limited and registrations will be 
accepted on the basis of “first arrived first served”. 
 
We hope to welcome you in Villars next Winter 
 
Best regards 
 
Michaël Hofer 
Lausanne 

Alexandre Belot 
Lyon 

Helmut 
Wittkowski 
Münster 

Raju 
Khubchandani 
Mumbai 

   



Program of Friday 28th of February 2020 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
9.30 – 10.30 Welcome and registration 

   
10.30 – 12.00   Lectures 

Main challenges in treatment of Auto-inflammatory 
diseases (Marco Gattorno) 
Main challenges in treatment of lupus and connectivitis 
(Alexandre Belot) 
Abstract presentation 

 
12.00 – 13.00 Lunch 
 
13.00 – 14.30 Workshop 1-4 
 
14.30 – 16.00 Workshop 1-4 
 
16.00 – 16.30 Break 
 
16.30 – 18.30   Clinical case analysis 
 
 
Each person will participate to the following 4 workshops 

 
1)  Real-life data on biological: rare adverse events from JIR and AID-

ned registries (H. Wittkowski / K. Theodoropoulou) 

2)  Compliance: how to evaluate in real life (M. Gattorno / V.     
Hentgen) 

3)  Everything you wanted to know about steroid therapy, but were 
afraid to ask (B. Bader-Meunier / A. Belot) 

4)  Oratory art (A. Dalang) 
 
 
 

Program of Saturday 29th of February 2020 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
08.00 – 08.30 Clinical case presentation 
  Debate pro-contra biologicals in JIA 
 
08.30 – 09.30 Lectures (Live with Mumbai) 
  Main challenges of treatment in JIA (Pavla Dolezalova) 
  Long term risk of Biologicals (Rolando Cimaz) 
 
09.30 – 11.00 Debate 

 Biologics VS Biosimilar – Finding the balance (S. Georgin-
Lavialle / M. Hofer / M. Agarwal / T. Sathish Kumar) 

 
11.00 – 11.30  Break 
 
11.30 – 13.00  Workshop 1-4 
 
13.00 – 17.30  Leisure time 
 
17.30 – 18.30  Clinical case presentation 

Colchicine 
Secondary immunodeficiency due to Rituximab/IVIG 
substitution in secondary hypogammaglobulinemia 

 
18.30 – 19.00  Poster Walk 
 
20.00    Gala diner 
 
  



 
Speakers 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Sylvia Kamphuis, Rotterdam, Netherlands 
 
Marco Gattorno, Genoa, Italy 
 
Rolando Cimaz, Milano, Italy [Live from Mumbai] 
 
Véronique Hentgen, Versailles, France 
 
Dirk Föll, Münster, Germany 
 
Raju Khubchandani, Mumbai, India [Live from Mumbai] 
 
Michaël Hofer, Lausanne, Switzerland 
 
Helmut Wittkowski, Münster, Germany 
 
Sophie Georgin-Lavialle, Paris, France 
 
Alexandre Belot, Lyon, France 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Program of Sunday 1st of March 2020 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
08.30 – 09.00 Lecture (Live with Mumbai) 

Small molecules (JAK inhibitors) new kids on the block 
(Dirk Föll) 

 
9.00 – 10.00 Clinical Case presentation 
 Precaution before starting and how to stop biologicals 

 Methotrexate/Azathioprine/Leflunomide/Tacrolimus/Thalid
omide: pros and cons 

   
10.00 – 10.30   Coffee break 
 
10.30 – 12.00 Workshop 1-4 
 
12.00  End of the course 
 
  



Access to Eurotel-Victoria Villars, Switzerland 
 
Route des Layeux 
1884 Villars-sur-Ollon  

 
By car : Highway A9 (Lausanne, Montreux, Simplon) exit n°17 Aigle. Drive 
around Aigle, then go through Ollon. Follow Villars. 
By train : Take the train to Aigle (from Geneva, Lausanne or Brig) and change for 
a bus to Villars. OR Take the train to Bex (from Geneva, Lausanne or Brig) and 
change for a train to Villars.  
 

   
   
Registration rule 
 
The registration fee includes: Access to all the JIR Winter School 
sessions, 2 nights at Eurotel-Victoria Villars****, 2 lunches and the gala 
dinner. 

 Registration until 
31.12.2019 

Registration from 
1.01.2020 

Single room 490€ 540€ 
Shared double room 390€ 440€ 

 
Registration through the Foundation RES’s website: 
www.jirws.org 
 
Cancelation policy: 
- Since 1st of January 2020: 50% of total price has to be paid 
- Since 20th of February 2020: 100% of total price has to be paid. 

Winter School partners and sponsors 
 
 

       
 
 

 
 
 
  


